
 

 

Mottram CE Aided Primary School 

Actions where there are concerns about a child 

Staff have concerns about 
a child (suspicion or  

disclosure that a pupil is at 
risk of harm 

Referral not                   
required, school takes     

relevant action, possibly    
including early help and 

monitors locally 

Referral made 
if concerns  

escalate 

Designated safeguarding 
lead or staff makes referral 

to children’s social care 
(calls police if appropriate) 

Identify child at risk of      
significant harm: possible 

child protection plan (47) or if 
child in need and offer        

appropriate support (17) 

Appropriate emergency action 
taken by social worker, police 

and NSPCC 

No formal assessment         
required 

Is emergency medical 
treatment needed? 

Within 1 working day, social worker makes a decision about the type of                 
response required. 

Child in need of immediate 
protection: referrer        

informed 

Enquiries appropriate     
referrer informed 

School considers early help 
assessment accessing          

universal services and other 
support 

At all stages staff should keep the child’s circumstances under review and re-refer if appropriate, 
to ensure the child’s circumstances improve—the child’s best interests must always come first 

School Action Other Agency Action 

1. In cases which also involve an allegation of abuse against a staff member, see Part four of this guidance.  ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’. 

2. Early help means providing support as soon as a problem emerges at any point in a child’s life. Where a child would benefit from co-ordinated early 
help, an early help inter-agency assessment should be arranged. Chapter one of Working together to safeguard children provides detailed guidance on 
the early help process.  

3. Under the Children Act 1989, local authorities are required to provide services for children in need for the purposes of safeguarding and promoting their 
welfare. This can include s17 assessments of children in need and s47 assessments of children at risk of significant harm. Full details are in Chapter one 
of Working together to safeguard children  

 This could include applying for an Emergency Protection Order (EPO).  
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